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United Irishman's oath, and the dispute between Protestant and
Catholic, which originated at Armagh, soon extended to the
forces, and showed itself in a violent quarrel "between the Mayo
and Kilkenny Militia, on the one hand, and the Tyrone Militia
on the other.1

In August, Camden2 described the state of the country as grow-
ing rapidly worse. Trees of liberty had been planted in Antrim,
and bonfires lit in consequence of French victories. Officers of the
County Limerick Militia declared that they could place very little
dependence on their men. There were great fears about the Queen's
County and the West Meath Militia, which were both Catholic^
and two men of the latter regiment had been punished for attempt-
ing to plant a tree of liberty in the camp. Many of the artillery
soldiers quartered at Belfast, were believed to be infected, and four
informers had been recently murdered. c Since Derry Assizes/
wrote a magistrate from Tyrone,' where all the United Irishmen
were tried and acquitted, everyone that will not instantly join
that set, is threatened with destruction. . . . God knows how
and when this will terminate; no man will pay one penny of
debt, so sure are they of an immediate rising.5 3

'The Protestants about me bordering on the county of
Antrim,' wrote another magistrate, from Dromore,c are in. a most
horrid panic about those United people rising. They absolutely
dare hardly go to bed at night, and never without a watch. . . .
They tell me plainly, that they expect every night to be mur-
dered.'4 Lord Castlereagh, after a journey through Ulster,
wrote that it was impossible to doubt the seriousness of the con-
spiracy in the northern counties. c Belfast is its centre, it is
very general towards Lisburn, the county of Antrim has been
largely infected, and the county of Down is by no means exempt.
There is sufficient information to ascertain that the societies gain
ground rapidly, and that they have formed very sanguine and ex-
tensive hopes in consequence of the fatal turn affairs have taken on
the Continent. . . . The same infernal system which prevailed
in this neighbourhood, of murdering witnesses, is pursued there,
with the additional address, which I fear will distinguish any

1 E. Boyle to Cooke, June 21.                3 Andrew Newton, August 15.

3 Camden to Portland, Aug. 24,          * Captain Waddell, Aug. 29, 1796.
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